Don Mose

Halne'

Lucille Hunt
Clayton Long
Ata'halne’

Molly Trainor
Na'azhch'aa’

Don Mose
Na'azhch’aa'aa Bik'ehgo



Coyote was at the end of another day of unsuccessful

hunting, and he was hungry and dgrouchy. On his way home,

he unexpectedly scared Rabbit out of some brush,
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Coyote chased Rabbit, but each time, just as Coyote was
about to catch him, Rabbit ran in the opposite direction
around a rock. Rabbit knew he was faster than Coyote. As he

ran, he mocked Coyote, “You can't catch mel I'm too fast for
youl"

A4dbo shii Ma'ii Gah yikéé' nidiilwod. K'adée yélyeedgo Gah yée
bidininaajigo tsé si'a4 lei' bitsiigdd dahyiite’. Gah Ma'ii baa
dideeshwot nizin. Dé6 Ma'ii iitnii 14, "Doo dinijaadd da. Doo
shidiilwot da.” LR ST e



They ran in circles. As he chased Rabbit, Coyote
threatened, "When [ catch you, I'm doing to eat you!”

Ma'ii t'agd'awotibee Gah tsé yinéinootchéét doo iitni, “T'aa nit didéli
ni'niishghat.”



They ran around yet another rock, and Rabbit mocked
Coyote, "How are you going to catch me when I'm so fast
and you're so slow? You can't catch me!”
Gah t'66 Ma'ii ya tsé yindalwot déd t'66 yeidlohgo iitni,
_"Doo shjf shit didiidit da. Doo yee' dinijédd da! Haayéé'yit'ao
~ shit didiidit?" ' ' )



Rabbit kept running around and around until Coyote was
exhausted. Then he ran into his hole to see what Coyote
would do next.

Ninaasdoo Ma'ii yée ch'ééh deeydd dod naniitna’. Gah

a'dangodyaa eelwod d66 aadéé' Ma'ii yinit'j, jini



Coyote said I'm gomg to grab you and eat youI
Rabbit asked, “What will you eat me with?"

“My teeth, of course,” said Coyote.

“Well, you're going to have to catch me first,” said
Rabbit. "How are you going to do that?"

“T'm going to get my stick. I'll use that to twist around
your fur and pull you out. Or maybe I'll just smoke you out.”

“What will you burn to smoke me out with?” asked
Rabbit.  A3ddé Ma'ii ani, “Handeesdziis d6d nideeshghat.”
“Ha'at'iish bee shldulgha’f " nif 14 Gah. Aaddéd Ma'ii andadini
“Shiwoo' ay6o deeni, éi bee nidishghat. "

A4db6 Gah anii 13, “Atsé shit dindéelgo Shll telya
Haashyit'ad shit didiidif?”
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"How about rabbit brush7 I'll burn rabblt brush and
imoke you right out of your hole.”
‘ Rabbit just laughed, “That's my own food. T'll just eat
hat."
“Well, then, I'll burn wild grass.”
"Oh, yummy! That's my food too," replied Rabbit.
Each time Coyote told Rabbit what plant he would burn
0 smoke him out, Rabbit just told him, "I eat that. You can't

et me with that."

Aadod Ma'ii ani, “Tsin bee handeesdis éi doodago nik'idji’
didideeshjah d6é tid bee handinééshchéét.” Aaddd shji Ma'ii
ch'il yitaa'ézhi d66 Gabh fitni, “Gah bidad' ta' nideeshjot.
Diwozhii d6o ch'il abe’é do' 1a’ nldeeshjo’r Dii dideeshtitgo bee
handinééshchéét.” Addéd Gah yidlohdo anif 14, "Ef t'44 attso
bitaa'linzhi'igii shich'ilya’ adaat'é. Aftso nits'ad’ deeshchosh.”




“I guess | won't smoke you out, then. | have another
idea. I'm going after a stick and some pine gum, and don't
you even think about trying to get out while I'm gone. I'm
piling these rocks up in front of your hole,” said Coyote.

Aaddo Ma'ii ani; “Akolaa k'ad tsé nidadinishniit dko doo
ch'idiilwot da. Nahgoo tsin déo deestsiin bijeeh blka
déshwod. Jo éi doo nich'iiya’ at'éé da." R



But Rabbit had a plan too. While Coyote was gone, he
rolled the rocks out of his entryway and quickly gathered a
bunch of small pebbles. Then he took off his extra coat and
stuffed it with them. Finally, he placed the stuffed rabbit fur

right at the entrance of his burrow where Coyote could easily

e

see it Gah t'aa iidaa’ tsideezkééz dé6 nahaz'ad. Ma'ii eelwodgo
tsé yée nahji' ayismaaz dod honeetehé tsé yazhi nayiizlad' dod
bi'éétsoh adeidiigj. Bi'éétsoh biyi' tsé awozi haidiitbjid d6é
ch'é'étjigi gah be'elyaago yineesda.



Coyote returned with his stick. He had put pine gum on
e end to stick on Rabbit's fur and pull him out. But when he
oked into the hole, he saw the stuffed rabbit. Instead of
ing the stick, he just reached his arm right inside the burrow
d grabbed what he thought was Rabbit. "Now I've got you,
d I'm going to eat you!” He didn't even realize he had a
JIffed rabbit in his hand, nat the real Rabbit.

Hodiina'go Mal'ii tsin d66 bijeeh néinfjaa’ ddé tsin
bilatahji' yiishjah. Dii Gah bee hadeesdis, nizin. A3ddé tsék'iz
gone' naats'6ddgo deez'[i'. Nit'éé' gah be'elyaa yée t'a4
ahanig66 sidaago yiyiittsd déé yaadeelnii' d66 yizhjih doé
hayidzjiz. T'a4 aanii Gah at'f nizingo yich'i' haadzii’ d66 fitnf|
"K'ad 1aa haniidzjjz d66 ni'niishghat.” -
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“I told you I would catch you and eat you,” bragged
Coyote. He opened his mouth wide and chomped down hard.
"Ouch! My teeth! My teeth are broken!" he yelled. Even
then, he was so hungry he continued to chew away on the

"OCKS.  Ma'ii h4shgdéshij 4daaha'niihgo gah be'elyaaysa Ach'f
neideedziizgo iitni, “Nidishniiga’ nit dideeshdit do66 nideeshghat
nidishni” Aadoo bizéé' honittsxogo aa'ayiilaa doo ajiithazh.
Ayod'iits'a'go hédachxa, “Ay6600, shiwoo' yée attso
naaztseed.” A&ddéd Ma'ii biwoo' t'66 yit si'dago Gah bit
hézhdogo a'dandéé’ ch'elgeed.
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e had broken his teeth,
and now he realized that Rabbit had tricked him.
All this time, Rabbit sat just over the edge of the hill and
laughed at how he had made a fool of Coyote. Since that

time, Coyote and Rabbit have been enemies. Coyote hunts
and eats Rabbit whenever he can.
A4d6d Gah tsé'étkaa'déé’ dahsidaago ayddliitsa'go Ma'ii
yaa'anadlohgo yinit|. Ma'ii yée haahgdshjj yichxago biwoo' yit
naamaas. Gah Ma'ii yi'deezlo'go shiih biniinaa k'ad Ma'ii gah
haalzheeh d66 yildeet siljj". Akét'éego Ma'ii d66 Gah baa
hane'.
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This is the story of the flrst toothache. From lt we learn
that we should care for our teeth. We shouldn't chew on
bones or other hard objects like animals do.

When a child loses a tooth, the Diné say he should walk
- to the east of a pile of ashes. He should turn his back to the
ashes, throw the tooth over his shoulder and say, “May my
teeth grow strong enough that [ could chew on the tendon of
-3 badger.” That will help make his new tooth grow strong and
straight. : : _

The use of a stick with pine gum for hunting rabbit came
about as a result of this story, -

Dinéji baa hane'qo dii attsé awoo' diniih bits'adddd

hazljj'. Ef biniinaa hawoo' hazhé'é baa ahojilyaa teh. Doo
ats'in ji'aat da éi doodago ha'at'iida yéigo danﬂ'IZIQH doo ji aaf
da.

Dinéji na'nitingo atchini biwoo' haalts'i'go teeshch'ih
tahdi ha'a'aahjigo nat'aajigo vyiizilh d66 biwoo' yée nat'aajigo
ayiithxadah. D66 koniih, “Hozhoogo shiwoo' bidziilgo déo t'a4
k'éhézdongo haadinddséét dod ats'id bee deeshghat.”

Ma'ii baa hané’igii bits'add6o atk'idad’ tsin bijeeh tsin
bilatahji' bishjéé'go gah bee hadajiitdiis ht'éé’, jini
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